
T
w

e
lf

th
 E

d
it

io
n



To ensure graduation from high school it is 

essential that students and parents understand 

the Newfoundland and Labrador senior high 

school credit system. Students should take the 

most appropriate and challenging program of 

interest to them. At the same time, they must 

also ensure that they meet all the minimum 

requirements to graduate from high school 

and they are able to pursue the post-secondary 

option of their choice.

 

In high school, students will have a number 

of opportunities to explore courses and 

career options. The educational choices in high 

school can greatly influence post-secondary 

options. Students post-secondary education 

choices in Newfoundland and Labrador include 

attending College of the North Atlantic (CNA), 

Memorial University (MUN) or private training 

institutes.
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CNA operates a multi-site network, with 17 campuses 

in total that reaches all regions of the province. In 

addition to the in-classroom learning environment, 

CNA’s Connected Learning Network offers online, 

blended (on-campus and online), as well as 

inter-campus learning opportunities. Annual enrolment 

at CNA is approximately 8,500 students in more than 

100+ full-time programs. Graduates can earn a 

certificate, diploma, post-diploma or advanced diploma 

standing, with opportunities for degree studies at 

partnering institutions. Students can also avail of other 

study options, such as part-time, continuous learning 

or contract training. CNA’s international development 

projects and education partnerships currently span 

several global regions: China; South America; South 

East Asia, Africa and the Middle East. CNA also 

partners with six universities in China where over 

340 students are enrolled in CNA programs. 

(www.cna.nl.ca) 

At MUN more than 18,000 students from over 

100 countries come together to discover one of 

the largest universities in Atlantic Canada, offering 

more than 100 degree programs from the classics to 

advanced technology. MUN offers certificate, diploma, 

undergraduate, graduate and postgraduate programs 

across four campuses and online. MUN is an inclusive 

community dedicated to innovation and excellence in 

teaching and learning, research, scholarship, creative 

activity, service and public engagement. MUN 

welcomes and supports students from all over the 

world and offers accessible and flexible learning 

opportunities. (www.mun.ca)

There are a number of private training institutions 

offering a wide variety of programs on a user-pay 

and sponsored basis. Programs offered by private 

institutions are approved by the Department of 

Advanced Education, Skills and Labour and an 

updated list can be found at: https://www.aesl.gov.

nl.ca/postsecondary/privatedir.html .

Introduction
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The Credit System
The Senior High School Program 

is structured on a course credit basis.

Students accumulate credits during this 

time under specific categories resulting 

in high school graduation. 

What is a Credit?
A credit is awarded when a student 

attains a passing grade in senior high 

school courses.

• High school courses are typically

either 1 or 2 credits.

• Passing grade is 50%.

• 1 credit is awarded for successful

completion of a course designed for

a minimum of 55 hours of instruction.

• 2 credits are awarded for successful

completion of a course designed for a

minimum of 110 hours of instruction.

Information on the High School System

What do Course Numbers Mean?
At the Senior High level, courses are 

identified by name and a four digit code.

(Example: English 1201)

English French

Course Type Summary (5th digit)
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* 4 credits in math and social studies must be obtained from two different grade levels.

** This requirement includes a mandatory community contribution component.

*** Students must complete courses from any two of the categories. However, students may use 4 French credits to fulfill this requirement.

Notes:

 1. At least 20 of the total credits must be obtained beyond Grade 10, and

 2. At least 9 of the total credits must be beyond Grade 11. At least 5 of these credits must be attained

 in the Newfoundland and Labrador Senior High School Program.

 3. A student cannot use more than 4 local course credits (including alternate courses) to contribute to the 

 36 credits to graduate.

 4. To graduate with honours/academic status, at least 10 of the total credits must be beyond Grade 11.

Graduation Requirements
Students require 36 credits to graduate from the Newfoundland and Labrador 

high school system. Credits must be completed to fulfill each of the subject 

area credit requirements below.

Please Note:
Satisfying Minimum
Graduation Requirements
does not necessarily
satisfy entrance
requirements for many
post-secondary schools.
Please refer to the
entrance requirements 
for the respective 
school and program.
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High School Transcripts
Students are sent a transcript from 

the Department of Education and Early

Childhood Development in July of each

year in high school. This transcript 

will show the progress of students by

listing their courses and marks. Below 

are some of the terms which appear 

on the transcript with a brief description 

of what they mean.

Graduation status is summarized 

on the transcript using one of the

following designations: 

    FIRST YEAR INCOMPLETE

        Has achieved fewer than 12 credits

    FIRST YEAR COMPLETED

Has achieved 12-21 credits

    SECOND YEAR COMPLETED

        Has achieved 22 or more credits 

        but not graduated

    GRADUATED

        Has satisfied minimum 

        graduation requirements.

Graduated with HONOURS Status

Students must complete graduation

requirements for high school as set by 

the Department of Education and Early

Childhood Development. Each student 

must receive credit for Science 1206 and 

obtain at least ten credits in the following 

subject areas, from the courses listed, 

with an overall average of at least 80%:  

   English:             English 3201

   Mathematics:     Mathematics 3200, 

or 3201, or 3208

   Science:             Biology 3201, 

or Chemistry 3202, 

or Physics 3204, 

or Earth Systems 3209

   Social Studies 
   (or French):        World Geography 3202, 

or World History 3201, 

or Social Studies 3201,

or Sciences humaines 3231, 

or Histoire mondiale 3231, 

or French 3201, 

or Accelerated French 3203, 

or Français 3202

   Electives:           2 credits chosen from the 

subjects above or from additional 

3000 or 4000 level courses 

approved by the Department of 

Education and Early Childhood 

Development for certification 

purposes. (English 3202, 

Mathematics 3202, Science 3200,

and World Geography 3200

cannot be used as elective credits 

for the purpose of calculating 

an average for Academic or 

Honours status).

Note: For the purpose of achieving the 80% average, each 2 credit course 

will be entered twice and each 1 credit course will be entered once. 

The total marks will then be divided by 10. See example on next page.
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Awarding Credits for External Courses
The Department of Education and Early

Childhood Development does recognize

credentials obtained by students from some

national organizations outside the regular

school system for the purpose of awarding

credit in the senior high school program.

For details e-mail: education@gov.nl.ca

Graduated with ACADEMIC Status

A student has met the same subject

area/course criteria as Honours status but

with an overall average of less than 80%.

Note: All other students who meet the minimum graduation

requirements, but do not meet the additional requirements for

ACADEMIC or HONOURS will be awarded GRADUATED status. 

FRENCH IMMERSION Designation

Students enrolled in the French Immersion

program must meet minimum graduation

requirements and attain 6 credits in

Français courses as well as 6 other 

credits in courses studied in French.

Successful completion will be indicated 

on the transcript and diploma as 

“French Immersion Designation”.

Example - A student has the following courses and marks for determining Honours Status:
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High School Programs
The following sections provide information

on the various course offerings in the high

school system. This is not a complete list 

as many schools and school districts offer

district/local courses. Information on these

courses can be obtained from the school 

or school district.

English Language Arts
The high school English Language Arts

program offers a choice to students of

either the academic or general level.

The academic level is intended for the

majority of students particularly those 

who intend on pursuing a post-secondary

(i.e., university or college) education.

To satisfy the English Language Arts

graduation requirement, students 

must complete the following courses:

To satisfy the Optional Language Arts

graduation requirements, students can

complete any of the following courses:

        Literacy 1204*

        Writing 2203

        Drama 2206

        World Literature 3207 or 

        any high school French course

* Literacy 1204 is intended for those students registered

in English 1202. It provides students with significant

instruction and practice in literacy skills that will help

them in all courses at the senior high level. If selected, 

this course must be completed before or concurrently

with English 1202 and credit cannot be awarded for

both Literacy 1204 and English 1201.
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Mathematics
High school mathematics offers 

three programs of choice to students:

advanced, academic and applied.

The advanced mathematics program 

is designed to provide students with the

mathematical understanding and critical

thinking skills identified for entry into 

many university and post-secondary

programs which require the study 

of theoretical calculus.

The academic mathematics program 

is designed to provide students with the

mathematical understanding and critical

thinking skills identified for entry into 

many university and post-secondary

programs which do not require the 

study of theoretical calculus.

The applied mathematics program 

is designed to provide students with 

the mathematical understanding and

critical-thinking skills identified for 

entry into the majority of trades and 

for direct entry into the workforce.

It is highly recommended that students

interested in post-secondary programs

requiring calculus choose the advanced

mathematics program in high school. 

It is possible, however, for students 

who graduate with the academic

mathematics program to later pursue 

post-secondary options requiring calculus.

Many institutions will require these

students to successfully complete

additional pre-calculus mathematics

courses upon entry.

Students who take advanced Mathematics

3200 will automatically have a

Mathematics 3203 Scholarship Score

placed on their transcripts. It has no credit

value, however, it is used by MUN for the

entrance mathematics average but not

placement into MUN mathematics courses.

This scholarship score also ensures

consistency with academic Mathematics

3201 students in the calculation to

determine provincial scholarships.

Notes:    •   Mathematics 1202 is a pre-requisite to Mathematics 2202 and Mathematics 3202

•  Mathematics 1201 is a pre-requisite to Mathematics 2200, 2201, 2202 and Mathematics 3200, 3201 and 3202

•  Mathematics 2200 is a pre-requisite to Mathematics 3200 and Mathematics 3201

•  Mathematics 2201 is a pre-requisite to Mathematics 3201

•  Mathematics 3208 is an introduction to Calculus and can be taken concurrently with Mathematics 3200

•  4 credits in Mathematics must be obtained from two different grade levels


